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Thomas Van Winkle - Bodega Township
Thomas Van Winkle, born: 4 Apr 1817 4 )
Perry County Indiana, died: 28 Aug1885 Parents
Sonoma County California, married:
Po”g Ann Faugnht 18 Jun 1849 Davis James Van Winkle
County lowa (she was born: 24 Nov
1851 Hendricks Countg lncliana, died: 18 1792-1875
Aug 1909 Sonoma County California)
chi%ren: Amanda 1849, Samantha 1850, .
William Pierce 1852, Nancy 1855, Louisa Elizabeth Devers
1857, Ida May 1857, Isaac Milton 1859, 1793-1822
Alica Mayme 186, Oliva 1866, James
Thomas 1869, Evelina 1875 N J
r . N (O . h
Thomas Van Wincle Thomas Vanwinkle

lowa, Select Marriages Index in the lowa Census, 1838-70
Name: Thomas Vanwinkle
Name: Thomas Van Wincle T
Marriage Date: 18 Jun 1848 County: Davis County
Marriage Place: Davis, lowa Township:  Salt Creek Township

\_ Spouse: Polly Ann Faught RN Year: 1852 )

Thomas VanWinkle

BIRTH 4 APR 1817 - Perry, Indiana, USA
DEATH 28 AUG 1885 * Sonoma, California,

e A
When Thomas VanWinkle was born on April 4, 1817, his father,
James, was 25 and his mother, Elizabeth, was 24. He married
Polly Ann Faught on June 18, 1848, in Davis, lowa. They had 11
children in 25 years. He died on August 28, 1885, in Sonoma,
California, at the age of 68, and was buried in Santa Rosa,

California.
N Y,
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Thos Vanwinkle

in the 1860 United States Federal Census

Mame:

Birth Year:
Birth Place:
Home in 1860:
Occupation:

Personal Estate
Value:

Household
Members:

Thos Vanwinkle

abt 1816

Indiana

Petaluma, Sonoma, California

Farmer

1500
Name Age
Andw McNoma 40
Thos B McMNoma 8
Thos Vanwinkle 44
Polly Ann Vanwinkle 29
Samotha Vanwinkle 9
William Vanwinkle 7
Nancy Vanwinkle 5
Larissa Vanwinkle 3
San Vanwinkle 1

J

-

Thos Vanwinkle

in the 1870 United States Federal Census

Mame:
Birth Year:

Birthplace:
Home in 1870:

Post Office:

Household
Members:

Thos Vanwinkle
[1817]
Indiana

Russian River, Sonoma,
California

Santa Rosa
Name Age
Thos Vanwinkle 33

Polly Ann Vanwinkle 38

Samantha Vanwinkle 19
Wm P Vanwinkle 17
MNancy Vanwinkle 15
Louise Vanwinkle 13
Isaac M Vanwinkle 1
Ida M Vanwinkle 9
Alice Vanwinkle 6
Olive Vanwinkle 4

James F Vanwinkle

~

4 N
Anative of PerryCounty, Indiana, where
he resided until 1842, when he moved to
Jefferson County, lowa. Residing here
one year, he moved to Davis Countg,
lowa and remained until 1854. In APril
of this year he emigratecl to Calhcomia,
crossing the plains with an ox-team,
being nearl months on the road. He
first scttlcd‘jin this township, near the
town of Windsor where he resided one
year. When he moved to Santa Rosa
Townshil:), resioling two years, and
thence to Petaluma Townshil:) where he
remained three years.

In the fall of 1860 he settled upon his
Present ranch com rising of 320 acres
ofland. Married Poﬁ Ann l:aught, June
18, 1848. She was Eorn in Hendricks
\Countg, Indiana, November 24, 18%1.

4 )

Thomas Van Winkle
in the 1880 United States Federal Census

J

Mame: Thomas Van Winkle
Birth Date: Abt 1817
Binthplace: Indiana
Home in 1880: Russian River, Sonoma,
California
Spouse's name:  Polly A, Van Winkle
Fathers Binhplace: Indiana
Mother's Binhplace: Indiana
Occupation: Farmer
Hﬁ‘:g;“b';‘:: Name Age
Thomas Van Winkle 63
Polly A. Van Winkle 49
Isaac Van Winkle 21
Ida May Van Winkle 18
Allice Van Winkle 16
Ollie Van Winkle 14
Evelena Van Winkle 5
\_ Mancy Faught 75 Y,
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ATriP Across the Plains and Earlg Life in California
bg Amanda Ellen Faug}tt

Thomas Van Winkle, A native of Perry County, Indiana; Born APril 4, 1817, where he
resided until 1842, when he moved to Jefferson Countu, lowa. Residing here one
year, he moved to Davis County, lowa and remained untiﬁSﬁ‘h In APril oﬁiis year he
emigratecl to California. In the month of AEril, 1850, after considerable thinking and
Planning, my father, william Faught, with my rother, James, and a arty of about six or
seven other men decided to ma%e a triP across the Plains to California. In those days
the onlg means of travel was 139 wagons drawn bg horses and oxen, and Provisions F?)r
the whole triP had to be carried wiﬁ'\ them.

The week before theg left was full of excitement in the neighborhoocl, as well as in our
home. Evergbodg for miles around gathered at our house to hear my father tell his
Plans and to watch his Preparations to start for the new countrg. M9 father wanted
to eave very quietlg, without saying goo&-bge to anyone, and especia“g to his own
children, as he said he could not stand to do so. But the night before he started
there was no sleep in our house, and earlg in the morning, about c]aglight, we heard
him talking with mother, telling her good-bge) and leaving messages for all of us. 1 was
ten ears old at that time, an§ can remember Plainlg how we felt — almost as though
he was Ieaving never to return, as he was starting on a |ong and very clangerous triP)
and we had no way of hearing from him until long after his arrival in California, his first
letter being received just about one year from the time he left. It had come around the
horn }39 steamer and then be carrie bg Ponies to where we lived. After that we would
hear from him once in six months. We were living at that time about four miles from
Drakesvi”e, lowa, and hen my father had his wagons all Packecl and readg to start, he
drove to Drakesville to see Uncle willis l:aught, and from there took his final leave and
began his trip across the Plains, which took himjus’c six months.
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Amanda Ellen Faught

BIRTH 19 APR 1840 + Hendricks Co., IN
DEATH 28 SEP 1921 * Petaluma, California

On the wa theg saw many lndians, but had no serious trouble with them. On one
occasion they narrowlg escaPcd an attack bg my Father unconsciouslg gving them a
signin response to one from them, which Provecl to be aMasonic sign and was instantlg
recognized by the Indians, who, it seems, were Masons. The chief aPProachecl m
father and in%roken English said: You ]‘ICaP goocl man; you go. He instantly si naleg
the Indians, who were clancing the war dance and making the peculiar 96”5 which mean
trouble) and evergthing became quiet and peaceful. The chief then ordered them to
g0 On across the river, which theg were gla to do.

The cause of this outbreak, itseems, was some injur donethem bg a Previous train,and
theg were readg to avenge themselves upon any w ite man, no matter how innocent.
My father alwags felt that Masonry saved their lives, and as soon as Possible ioined
the Masonic Order and remained a true Mason until death. Arriving in Cali ornia,
theg went directly to Sonoma Countg and took a claim of 160 acres about four miles
from Petaluma, afterwards known as Libertg and lowa districts, our home beingjust
between the two districts. He remained in California about three years, visiting the
miners in Placer Count , where he left his teams and returned with my brother, Jim, and
John Lauglﬁlin in Oc’co%er, 185%. Theg crossed this time with Pack mules and made the
triI:) in about the same Iength of time. He was welcomed home as a hero from the war,
and our house became the center of attraction for miles and miles around. We were
crowded niglﬁt and clag with relatives, friends and strangers, listening to my Father’s
wonderful tales of the Golden West, and Preparations were soon begun for another
triI:) to take his Familg and any relatives and friends who cared tojoin our party, which
has to leave in the sPring 010?854.

Our Party consisted of nineteen wa ons, oxen and horses) and about twentg~ﬁve
People; among them were Uncle Willis and Aunt Ellen Faught, Mollie (Mar9 Jane
Goodman), Cass (Cass Ann Gilman) and Sallie Faug]ﬂt (Mrs. Sarah E Tucker), John
and Matilda Laughlin, Uncle Jabe, Aunt Rena (Lurena Fau ht)) Armstrong, Job and
(Louis) Cass Fauglﬁt, Wi”iam, Elizabeth (Nancg Fauglﬁts daug%mter by herfirst marriage))
Frank Benton, Jane and Anise Dalton, Nan Carter, Thomas & Poﬂy (Faught) Van
W'lnuc) Samantha and Bill van Winkle) my Father and Mother (William an Nancg),
Brother Jim, Wi”iam, Jetf, Sister Nancy, and myself. If any others were along, I have
forgotten their names. We left Drakesville APri thh) 1854, which haPPencé to be my
birt clag) went to Uncle Willis Faug]‘nt’s, where the party all gathered, and from there
we started on our ’criP to the New World, it seemed to us. Our Provisions consisted
of all kinds of dried meats, ham, bacon} salt Pork & dried fruits, rice, and meals of all
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kincls, egis Packecl in sal’c) the salt being feed to our cattle on the way. We also drove
COWS, SO ad mi”<, cream and but’cer, the butter being made bﬂ Put’cing cream in the
churns in the morning and simplg a”owing it to stand.

The constant motion of the wagons churned it into butter. We also had tea, cogee,
sugar, all kinds of sPices, driedgbeans, and plenty of flour to make breacl) which we
backed in ovens over Camp~ﬁrcs. We lived wehjandELacl very little sickness in our train.
Our only sic erson, | remember, was Nan Carter, who%macl a very severe case of
Erysipegs and we had to take turns watching and nursing her clag and night.  will
never gorget my turn at night. We were crossingthe desert and it was a beautiful bright
moonlight night, s0 | coué see all around me and could imagine ourselves attackecﬁ;g
all kinfs of wild animals as well as ln&ians) and it seemed to me the night would never
end. In the morning we crossed the river and were in much Pleasanter countrg.

During the triP across the desert we would often stoP and camp for a few clags to
rest our teams, and the men would give the oxen and horses a drink of water in small
canteens, as m father said, to encourage them. If theg became too tired theg would
lie down and refuse to go on. M9 father understood how to care for his teams and we
lost none on the way.

Indians often came around our wagons and camps and begged for Foocl, Principa”g
sugarthe were very fond of sweets. We alwags gave them a little to keep them friend|

but could not spare much as we had a longtrip oy G e T e
ahead and no way of renewing our suPPlies. i

My father saw Iarge lnclians) called the
Blackfoots, walk across the rivers, onlg sinking
down a short distance. Uncle willis Faught
was very anxious to bring an Indian bog to §
California with him and ha”g Persuacle& a i
handsome young Indian to come with him. [
He staged about three clags with us, and one | oil
morning, Indian bog and Uncle Willis best gun %
had clisappearecl. He decided not to aclopt an
Indian bog. |

We carried lots of guns and ammunition on
our train and occasiona”9 killed wild game,
although it was scarce along the trail, having
been éightenecl away bg Previous trains. We

would see buffaloes in the distance, but never |
killed any. We girls walked a great deal on the B i
triP and often wandered a long ways ahead of r o
the trains, coming to rivers and, taking off our L
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shoes and stockin S, would wade and Plag in the water for a long time. This was goin
on for some time §CICOFC my Father knew of it. One evening he called us all aroun%
the camP~iires and told us of the danger of our being carried off bg lndians) and it
wasn’t necessary to reloea’c his warning, we s’cageci close to the wagons after that and
sometimes were allowed to ride on the i’lOT’SCS) but | aiwags feel and say that | walked
to California.

M9 Father would often fish in the rivers and | remember one dag of seein‘% him come
to camp with a Pole on his shoulder and two fish sPeckieci trout on eac encl, that
reached almost to the grounci, and my Father was over six feet tall.

We usua”9 traveled from ten to fifteen miles a clag, varging accoroing to the kind of
countrg we were Passing tnrougn. On the mountain roads we had to go very slowlyj
res’cing our teams very oiten, and when we reached a nice grassy Place) would sto
and let our horses and cattle eat sreen Fooci, and it was an interesting sigl*it to watcE
tnem) after so many weary miles o%travei across cirg and barren coun’crg.

We were shown a tree where the Indians had nung and skinned a innocent white man
because of some supposeci in'urg done them. When death occurred on the Plains, the
corpse was rolled in a blankegand Put ina rougn wooden box and buried in the road
to Prevent the Indians from discovering the grave and cligging into it for blankets and
clothes, which was their custom.

| remember one morning my sister, Po”g Van Wini<le, got up from her seat at the tabie)
the seat being an oxen yoke, and an old squaw instantlg took her Place. Mg Fatner)
who was a quick tempereci man, was angry in a minute and Pickeci up a large wiﬁiP to
strike her. Had he done so we would have no doubt been ins’cantig massacreci) but
iortunately someone grabbeci the wi'iip in time to Prevent trouble? It was necessary
to be on guard continua”g, niglﬁt and Aag, as it was impossible to tell when Indians
were ready to attack a train. On my Father’s first triP theg had an epioemic in cholera
and one ijeati‘l, but we had nothing of that kind at all. My Mother was quite sick with
mountain iever) but soon recovere%i.

We crossed the line into California in August, 1854, and Aleck Laugniin was born (in
Woodland, Ca) just as we arrived in California. There was a great deal of rejoicing over
the arrival of a abg in camp. We drove down the va”eg, camping all the wa , until we
reached my Father’s claim in October, 1854, and continued to camp ciuring’c e winter,
while the men went to the redwoods near Gueneville and hauled back lumber to build a
house. It was a beautiful warm winter, very little cold weatl*ier, and we felt we had sureig
reached the land of eternal sunshine. At that time Petaluma was onig a small vi”age.
As near as | can remember there were two or three Blacksmith snoPs, the American
Hotei) a small Cir9 goocis store, one grocery store, kept by Messrs. Hill and Docige. It
was there we took our eggs, butter and Proouce an exc%iangeo them for groceries.
There were a few ciwe”ings i'iouses, among them the home of I. G. Wickersham.
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The on|9 way toreach Petaluma atthattime was bg the Creek Route; laterasmall carran
up from Donahue, wherethe boatlanded atthat time. There were no £as, electric lights,
water sgstem) or teleplﬁone. The william Hill who kep’c the rocery store was the same
who afterwards owned the Hill Bank) and we were alwags%rm friends until his death.

Messrs. E Denman and H. Meachamwere there, livingon ranches near Petaluma. About
three years after | arrived in California, I became acquainted with James L. Dinwiddie,
who had just returned from the mines in Placer Countg) where he and Chas. H Di”ion,
now Police Judge of Petaluma, were bogs together, Mr. Dinwiddie, who was living in
Petaluma then, came often to our house.

We were married on November ch, 1858. We then moved to Salmon Creek. It was a dair
count‘xj, but not thicklg settled as now. We often had trouble with bears and other wil
animals carr ing off our stock, and | well remember how Frightenecl I would be when
the men would take the guns and start off on a bear hunt. I can recall one man being
killed, but the bears were great ﬁghters when attacked.

We lived there about three to four years, then moved to Windsor. A short time later
my father and mother came there and lived in Mr. West’s house, while theg went to
Nevada. From that time a warm griencﬂship sprangup between our two families and has
continued to grow stronger as the years have gone bg, Iﬁaving alwags keP’c in close
touch with eac%‘x other an having Passecl throug many bitter and sweet expericnces
together. Mrs. West, now Mrs. M.G.W. Stedman, and | still cling to that sacred tie of
earlg Frienclship and we were alwags Uncle Jim and Aunt Manclg to her children.

After a few years we returned to Petaluma and took charge of the Revere House on
Main Street, then one of the best hotels in the town, an owned bg Mr. Stockdale.
While living here the first railroad was built through Petaluma and when finished to
Guerneville the whole town and countrg celebrateﬂ%bg oing on a basket Picnic to the
redwoods. It was a day of great rejoicing and we all had a glorious time in the heart of
the bigtrees. Before the railroad was built all Produce from Petaluma had to be hauled
by teams to the old hagstacks, from where it was shippecl to San Francisco. The 'ingle
o;rj bells on the teams could be heard night and Clag, as the road was ’chicklg lineg with
them all the time.

The rest of the Partg W]‘IO came to Calhcornia with us scattered about Sonoma countg.
. Wm. Dalton and 1Cami|9 moved to Petaluma and afterwards to a ranch near Petaluma.

The first death in our ?amily was my half-sister, Elizabeth Dalton, who was the first
person buried at Libertg Cemeterg. After her cleatlﬁ, my mothertook the four children,
Frank) Benton, Anice, and Jane, and kept them three or four years, until Wm. Dalton
married again) when he took them to his home near Petaluma.

None of thc Fardty who came with us ever settled very Far From the sPo’c where our
faithful oxenlanded us in October) 1854
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( S & Child N ( )
pouse ildren . -
Pollie A Van Winkle
Polly Ann Faught in the 1900 United States Federal Census
1831-1909
Mame: Pollie A Van Winkle
Amanda VanWinkle RN 108 RGS)
1849-1853 Birthplace: lowa
Home in 1900: Santa Rosa, Sonoma, California
Samantha VanWinkle House Mumber: 118 Hewilt Street
1850-1942 Marital status:  Widowed
Father's Birthplace: lowa
William Pierce van Mother's Birthplace: lowa
. Mother: Mumb f
‘-‘;";k'g , °Living Chikgren:
18321 1 Mother: How Many 11
Children:
Nancy VanWinkle House G;’;i‘i’g‘;‘f R
1855-1935 '
Farm or House: H
Household
Louisa van Winkle Meumberﬁi Na"_m : -
1857-1926 Pollie A Van Winkle 68
\_ Eva L Van Winkle 25/
Ida May Van Winkle 4 ™\
1857-1936 Parents
. William Faught
Issao Mitton van 1802-1879
1859-1883
Nancy Jane Sears
Alice Mayme 1805-1897
VanWinkle \_ J
1863-1935 - ~
When Polly Ann l:aught was born
Olive VanWinkle on November 2_4‘, 1851, in HCnC‘riCl(S,
1866-1912 Indiana, her father, william, was
29, and her mother, Nancg, was 26.
It Thiinas She married Thomas VanWinkle on
VanWinkle June 18, 1848, in lowa, lowa. Thegl
18691878 had 11 children in 25 years. She die
on August 18, 1909, in Sonoma,
Evelina VanWinkle California, having lived a long life
1875-1956 of 77 years, and was buried in
California.
/L 4
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Polly Ann Faught

BIRTH NOV 24, 1831 * Hendricks County, Indiana

DEATH AUG 18, 1909 - Sonoma County, California,

4 N\ i I
. Thomas Van Winkle
Polly A Vanwinkle Find A Grave Index
California, Death Index
Mame: Thomas Van Winkle
Birth Date: 4 Apr 1817
Name: Polly A Vanwinkle Birth Place: Perry County, Indiana
Birth Year: abt 1831 Death Date: 28 Aug 1885
Death Date: 18 Aug 1909 Cemetery: Faught Cemetery
m— Burial or Cremation Santa Rosa, Sonoma County,
Age atDeath: 78 Place: ~ California
\__Death Place: Sonoma, California, USA ) Father: James Van Winkle
\_ Spouse: Polly Ann Van Winkle y
Polly Ann Faught Van Winkle
BIRTH 24 Mov 1831 1
e O Thomas Van Winkle
DEATH 18 Aug 1908 {aged 77)
Sonoﬁ& County, California, USA BIRTH 4 Apr 1817 .
BURIAL Eaught Cemalary Pe"y Cﬂunt'v' |ﬂdtﬂ.ﬂa, USA
Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California, USA DEATH 28 Aug 1885 (aged 68)
e ~N BURIAL Faught Cemetery
= Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California,
Polly Ann Van Winkle
Find A Grave Index
Mame: Polly Ann Van Winkle
Birth Date: 24 MNov 1831
Birth Place: Hendricks County, Indiana,
Death Date: 18 Aug 1909 1T sl
K pcat =gl 0 BAREER
Death Place: Sonoma County, California, e 488 — If
Cemetery: Faught Cemetery :
Burial or Cremation Santa Rosa, Sonoma County,
Flace:  california
Father: William Faught
Mother. Nancy Jane Faught

Spouse: Thomas Van Winkle
\ / \ -
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