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Anthony ‘Tony’ Richard Anello Jr. - Spud Point Crab Company
August 23, 1948 - September 28, 2025

TONY ANELLO

Tony was born and raised in San Francisco 
to Anthony and Frances Anello. His family 
had moved to Guerneville when Anello was 
a boy. But that working waterfront, with its 
world class views of San Francisco Bay, 
always held a special place in his heart.

As a young adult he was a Calf Roper. After 
he married his wife and started his family 
he worked in construction. He had his own 
Backhoe Business and got into the Apple 
Business leasing several apple orchards. 
Tony had trucks for hauling and had a 
trucking business on the side. 

Tony bought his 1st of many Commercial 
Fishing Boats while still tending to his other 
businesses. He joined the Guerneville Fire 

Department as a volunteer in 1967 and that 
was when his love for the Fire Service began. 

Tony held several positions in the Fire 
Service. He was an EMT Firefighter and was 
proud to be in the first EMT class Sonoma 
County had. Tony was also an Engineer, 
Captain, Training Officer, Battalion Chief, 
Union Steward and was a director in two 
Fire Departments. 

Tony’s skills as a Training Officer are 
credited for many Paramedics and Fire 
Fighters here in Sonoma County. Tony was 
so happy to have one of his dreams come 
true in the Fire Service, he was able to run 
the S.F. Fire Boat from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to the Bay Bridge.
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In 2004, following his 37-year career in the 
fire service, Tony and Carol founded Spud 
Point Crab Co. in Bodega Bay, with the 
intention of bringing a slice of Fisherman’s 
Wharf to the Sonoma Coast. Two decades 
later, that no-frills restaurant is a North Bay 
icon, tourists and locals alike queuing up for 
Dungeness crab and Carol’s prize-winning 
clam chowder.

Often, when his shift at the firehouse ended, 
“he was ready to go fishing. The beginning 
of commercial crabbing and commercial 
salmon [seasons] – that’s when he took his 
vacation time,” said Carol. “

Lori, their oldest, gravitated to firefighting, 
and became one of the first female chiefs of 
a volunteer fire company in Sonoma County.

Tony is survived by Carol his wife, 
also Granddaughters Taylor (Cameron), 
Holly, Ashley, Ayla and his four Great 
Grandchildren. Tony is also survived by his 
brother Steve, several Nieces, Nephews and 
Great Nieces and Nephews and dear friends.

The grandson of a Sicilian fisherman, Tony 
Anello was 18 years old when he was reunited 
with Carol Zucca. Their families, both from 
the Visitacion Valley neighborhood in San 
Francisco, had been friendly in the previous 
decade, but fell out of touch after the Anellos 
purchased a Guerneville campground and 
moved to the Russian River.

In the summer of ’66, the Zuccas drove up 
for a visit. Carol, still remembers her future 
husband pulling up to the campground in 
his truck, horse trailer in tow. “He’d been 
in some rodeo,” she said. “It was funny, I 
expected to see some little kid.”

The next day, Anello walked over to Carol’s 
campsite. “He asked if I wanted to see his 
horse.” From that point on, they spent the 
rest of her vacation together. Two months 
later, he proposed, and Carol said yes.

People said, “Oh, she’s a city girl, he’s 
a country guy, we give it three months,” 
recalled Carol, her voice catching. “That 
was 58 years ago.” 

Carol spoke on the eve of her husband’s 
funeral, which entailed bagpipers, a color 
guard and vehicles from agencies across the 
county. “Tony would be so happy, because 
he loved the fire service, he loved bringing 
people together.
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Gina manages Spud Point Crab Co. – “she 
has it running like clockwork,” says her 
mother – while Lisa is highly involved in 
their nearby fish market, Anello Family 
Crab and Seafood.

Son Mark Anello is a fishing captain, his two 
boats tied up at Spud Point Marina, working 
hard to earn a living in a fickle, unstable 
industry.


