
Letter from Susan Teel
the Past Editor:

Where is Rancho Bodega?

Rancho Bodega was a land grant 
in present day Sonoma County 
California given by Mexican 
Governor Manuel Micheltorena 

to Lt. Stephen Smith in 1844. 
see page 3

I want to take this time to bid a 
farewell from my duties as the 
editor of the Rancho Bodega 

Historical Society newsletter.   
see page 2

Hippie Daze
For those who missed the 1960s, 
the West Sonoma County Museum 
in Sebastopol is bringing back 
fond memories of those rather 
unorthodox times.  The focus 
in the West Sonoma County 
Museum display is mainly on the 
‘hippie havens’ at Morningstar 

and Wheeler ranches. 
see page 4

Atomic Park
Digging began in 1962 for the ‘Hole-in-the-Head’ for Pacific Gas & 
Electric’s planned nuclear power plant. The plant was never completed 
but the hole remained. It filled with water and was the location of an 

unsuccessful attempt to raise fish. see page 3
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Potatoes were Sonoma 
County's first money crop.  
They were fast growing and 
much desired by miners 
crowding into San Francisco 
in the crazy days of the 
Gold Rush.  One variety 
that originally came from 
Peru was grown locally 
and known as the 'Bodega 
Red'. Thought lost decades 
ago, a surprising discovery 
of the mysterious tubers 
led to the re-emergence 
of this heirloom, derived 
from an area once known 
as the “Potato Capital 
of California”. The first 
commercial crop was 
grown on Bodega Head 

near today’s Spud Point.

DID YOU KNOW?

Summer 2017 - Rancho Bodega Historical Society - 1

Contribute Articles for our 
Newsletter, contact us at:



Letter from Susan Teel, the Past Editor (continued from Page 1)
I have enjoyed my stint as editor.  Being involved with publishing a newsletter helped me to be better 
informed about the culture and history of the area known as Rancho Bodega, and it sharpened my written 
communication skills.  I hope to contribute an article here and there in the future.

I first became interested in RBHS in the fall of 2008 when my husband Steve and I attended a RBHS event 
featuring a talk at Campbell Cove by Brian Kelleher regarding his book on Drake’s Bay.  Brian’s hypothesis 
was that Campbell Cove was the true landing by Sir Francis Drake in the new world.  Historical documents 
have cited the landing at Drake’s Bay.  Steve and I had previewed Brian’s book in the old Local Color shop 
while on vacation in Bodega Bay prior to becoming residents.  Since we had long been fascinated by Brian’s 
hypothesis, it made perfect sense to purchase a copy of the book directly from Brian after the event. 

Steve and I soon joined RBHS and continued to attend various events.  I joined the Board in January 2012, 
just in time to assist with the various and involved plans for Bodega Bay to celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of the founding of Port Rumiantsev.   Following that celebration, Adri Boudewyn requested a well-deserved 
semi-retirement and I took over as the RBHS newsletter editor.  Before long, I became the president, then 
acting secretary upon Barbara Cronick’s semi-retirement.  Robin Rudderow and I planned events and 
cleaned and reorganized the office.  These past years have been challenging, interesting and sometimes 
very busy.

This past October at the Bodega Bay Marine Laboratory/RBHS event, RBHS was fortunate to bring Linda 
Mark onto the Board as Treasurer.  This has been wonderful for Adri, Robin and me and brings a fresh 
perspective to the Board and to RBHS. 

At our Board meeting this past January, we realized that the population of Bodega Bay is getting a bit gray 
around the edges.  With an email format, we hope we can encourage younger folks to be involved in RBHS.  
It made good sense to the Board to create an email newsletter that saves postage, paper and printing cost so 
the Board decided to embark upon a digital newsletter.

At the same time, we plan to continue with events that will appeal and be accessible for some of us older 
members.  (Yours truly is included in this group.)  I will remain as the President of RBHS and I plan to keep 
involved in planning events.

Robin, RBHS Archivist, researched a newsletter platform to host our newsletter and published two trial 
newsletters for April 2017 and May 2017 via Constant Contact.  The newsletters have been informative and 
interesting.  Thank you Robin!

Melinda Pahl and her husband John Maestri have graciously agreed to be co-editors of the new newsletter.  
Along with Robin and any other welcome contributors, they will move RBHS into the digital age.  John is 
well qualified as a researcher and publisher of Family Histories from around the world.  Melinda and John 
have lived here in Bodega Bay going on four years now.  You can find Melinda most days in the Visitors 
Center near the Tides gas station.  She is eager to get to know the fishermen and residents of Bodega Bay 
and looks forward to meeting you.  She is also a part of our flourishing artist community. 

As a reminder, I sent out an email announcing my new email address and telephone number.  For those of 
you who might have missed the email, the information is: teelsus@gmail.com and 707-322-4113. 

I hope all of you will continue your activism and encouragement to introduce new people to join RBHS.  

Sincerely, Susan Teel, President, Rancho Bodega Historical Society
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Rose Gaffney, owner of the Bodega Bay Head peninsula, was a key figure in opposing 
PG&E.  Her ranch included the 
land where the utility company 
planned its road to Atomic 
Park.  Gaffney was rumored 
to greet trespassers with either 
a baseball bat or a shotgun.  
She was, according to her 
acquaintances, a great 
friend but a wretched 
enemy, as PG&E 
discovered to its cost. 
-- photo/story from 
the Sonoma County 
Museum, Simone 
Wilson (Images of 
NA Sonoma Coast)

Where is Rancho Bodega?
Rancho Bodega was a 35,487-acre land grant in present day Sonoma County California given by Mexican 
Governor Manuel Micheltorena to Lt. Stephen Smith in 1844. Bodega takes its name from the Peruvian 
explorer Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra who discovered Bodega Bay in 1775. The grant extended 
along the Pacific coast from the Russian River on the north to Estero Americano on the south (now the 
county border) and included the present-day town of Bodega Bay. -- wikipedia.com & mapsofthepast.com
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Campbell Cove: Captain John Campbell's family owned the tip of current day Bodega Head until the mid-1960s.

Carmet: The CARrington and METcalf families established the housing development a few miles north of 
Bodega Bay and named it CARMET.  The Carrington's still have holdings in the Bodega Bay area.

Coleman Valley Road, Coleman Beach: Both are named after Michael Kolmer, a German immigrant who 
came to California in 1846.  In 1848, he settled in Sonoma County.  He was the first permanent settler in 
this vicinity.  A map maker placed the name on a map in 1849, but apparently misunderstood the name and 
spelled it as Coleman.

Kortum Trail: Bill Kortum (1927-2014) was one of Sonoma County's leading environmentalists.  He led 
the effort to preserve access along California's coastline.  Kortum helped author the California Coastal 
Protection Act, the first major environmental initiative in the country.

People & Places Around Bodega Bay

DONORS
John & Lesley Brabyn

Robert & Penelope Fink
Ginochio’s Kitchen

Cea Higgins
Peter Meyerhof

Kraig & Charmon Murray
Evan & Caroline Rohrer 

NEW MEMBERS
Harold Appleton

Robert & Penelope Fink
Ginochio’s Kitchen

Timothy & Sally Moratto
Ralph Schoolcraft & Joan Hosking

Peggy & Leon Shayron
Sue & Greg Tichava

Neil Bouck
John & Lesley Brabyn

Carolyn & Peter Connors
Kathryn Devereaux

Evan & Caroline Rohrer
Scott Rovanpera

Richard Shipps & Rhonda Berney
Val Williamson & George Bruening

SUPPORTERS
Our Gratitude to our New Members, Supporters & Donors

For those who missed the 1960s, the West Sonoma County Museum in Sebastopol is bringing back fond memories 
of those rather unorthodox times (call 707-829-6711, show runs through 4 Sep 
2017).  The focus in the West Sonoma County Museum display is mainly on the 
'hippie havens' at Morningstar and Wheeler ranches.  Lou Gottlieb, described 
as a wise-cracking bass player with the popular musical group known as the 
Limeliters, bought a plot of rural land outside Sebastopol (in Graton) in the 
1960s.  It was 'open to anyone' who wanted to drop out of the modern world and 
live a 'simple life'.  He talked about the dangers of a likely loss of jobs in an increasingly technological world.  

The stay at communes was described as a magical time “until the county used health and building codes to 
close down” unorthodox communities. As tensions mounted, Gottlieb offered to donate his ranch to Sonoma 
County, an offer that was quickly refused.  Then, he unsuccessfully offered to deed the land to God.

At one point, there were up to 250 people at Morningstar, and when the gates closed, some moved closer 
to the coast at Bill Wheeler's Ranch (in Occidental).  Some moved to New Mexico and set up camp at a 
place they called Morningstar East. The population at Wheeler's Ranch, at its peak, rose to something like 
350 people.

Gottlieb retreated to India for a time to pull his thoughts together and later returned to performing with the 
Limeliters.  At the exhibit, he is shown in a 1990s video interview, still promoting his offbeat ideas.  Born 
in 1923, he died in 1996. -- thanks to the Sonoma Historian & the West Sonoma County Museum

Hippie Daze
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EVENTS

Join Fort Ross Conservancy and California State Parks as we celebrate summer at our annual Fort 
Ross Festival! FRF is an incredibly diverse event that reflects the rich history of Fort Ross. Our 
beloved cadre of skilled volunteers will be working alongside our Kashia, Russian, Alaska Native, and 
early Ranch communities to offer family-friendly activities, both soulful and rollicking performances, 
hands-on crafts, and live demonstrations. Join the fun as we celebrate with music, song and dance, 
great food, and our fourth annual Beer Garden with live Americana music, all in the beautiful coastal 

setting that is Fort Ross. 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 • 10:00 AM - 6:30 PM • Fort Ross Historic Park

Fort Ross Festival

Every July, people from all over flock to the beautiful Russian River Valley to watch history come alive. This 
amazing event encompasses living history at its best with civil war period clad individuals performing battle 
scenarios and offering historical information about their equipment and character. This is the best history 
class you'll ever take! Bleachers and straw bales are provided for seating during battle scenarios but you are 

welcome to bring your own chair. There is a hot dog shack if you get hungry or you can bring a picnic!



EVENTS

We respond to fire, medical and emergency situations in a 16 square mile radius and provide automatic 
and mutual aid to Bodega Bay, Valley Ford, Occidental, Bloomfield, Two Rocks & Gold Ridge

Now through July 20 - Photo Contest to pay tribute to California’s spectacular coast and ocean by California 
Coastal Commission and others <mycoastal photo.com>

July 22 - Gourmet Walk in the Woods - Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve <stewardscr.org>

July 27 - Monte Rio Variety Show - The storied Bohemian Club puts on its annual show for us locals.  Surprise 
Guests!  There’s no telling who will be on stage from their two week retreat at this ultra-private club. $30 adults, 
$15 kids. Proceeds go to local schools, churches and fire services. <monterioshow.org>

August 3 to 13 - Sonoma County Fair - Santa Rosa <sonomacountyfair.com>

August 12 & 13 - Gravenstein Apple Fair & Parade <GravensteinAppleFair.com>

August 18 to 20 - Cotati Accordion Festival <CotatiFest.com>

August 26 & 27 - Bodega Seafood, Art and Wine Festival - Watts Ranch, Bodega Highway, Bodega 
<BodegaSeafoodFestival.com>

September 9 & 10 - Russian River Jazz & Blues Festival - Johnson’s Beach, Guerneville 
<Russian River Festivals.com>
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EVENTS
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July 19 Wednesday 
Matthew James, Professor of Paleontology & Geology, Sonoma State University “Collecting evolution: 
The Galapagos expedition that vindicated Darwin”
July 26 Wednesday 
Emily Carrington, Professor of Biology, University of Washington “All washed up? Mussel survival in the 
face of ocean warming and acidification”
August 2  Wednesday 
Allison Barner, Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management, UC 
Berkeley “Scaling community ecology for prediction in a changing world”'
August 9 Wednesday
Jessie Lacy, Research Oceanographer, Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center, USGS Hydrodynamics, 
stratification, sediment movement
August 16 Wednesday
Yui Takeshita, Chemical Oceanographer, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute “Towards sustained 
autonomous measurements of coral reef metabolism and health”
August 18 FRIDAY
Olivia Rhoades, Ph.D. Candidate, Population Biology Graduate Group, UC Davis “Causes and consequences 
of behavioral trait variation in marine consumer assemblages”
August 23 Wednesday
Chris Harley, Professor of Zoology, University of British Columbia “The importance of species interactions 
in an era of environmental change”
August 30 Wednesday
Piero Mazzini, Assistant Professor of Physical Oceanography, Romberg Tiburon Center, SF State University 
“The combined effects of river discharge and wind forcing in the coastal ocean”
September 6 Wednesday
Kakani Katija, Principal Engineer, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute “The house that snot built: 
How new technology reveals the structure and function of giant larvacean mucus houses”
September 8 FRIDAY 
Brady O’Donnell, M.S. Candidate, Graduate Program in Geology, University of California, Davis “Carbon 
sequestration in Northeast Pacific seagrass meadows: How and why it varies”
September 13 Wednesday
Xavier Flores Vidal, Physical Oceanographer, Instituto de Investigaciones Oceanologicas, Universidad 
Autónoma de Baja California “Small scale variability of Todos Santos Bay and the adjacent oceanic system 
in Baja California Mexico; as measured by the Mexican High Frequency Radars Network”

Seminars begin at 4:00 pm in the BML Lecture Hall
Join us for coffee and cookies at 3:45 p.m. in the Great Hall

Please telephone 707-875-2211 for further information

John and Mary Louise Riley 
Seminar Series Summer 2017 

www.bml.ucdavis.edu



Our Supporters

www.bodegaharbourgolf.com
707-875-3513

Meet the New Board Members

RBHS Treasurer and Board 
Member - Linda Mark

RBHS Newsletter Editor and 
Board Member - Melinda Pahl

BOARD MEMBERS
President
Susan Teel

Teelsus@gmail.com

Treasurer
Linda Mark

LJMark2@comcast.net

Archivist
Robin Rudderow

rbhs@bodegamoon.net
Newsletter

Melinda Pahl
Melinda.Pahl@comcast.net

Webmaster
John Maestri

JohnMaestri@comcast.net
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Rancho Bodega Historical Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation
PO Box 1027, Bodega Bay CA 94923

Susan Teel, President
rbhs@bodegamoon.net


