Ranches of Boclcga Bag

James Kee - Bo&ega Hea

James Kee, born: Aug 1835 Ireland,
Us Arrival: 7 Oct 1850 Philaclelphia
Pennsglvania) US Naturalization: 25
Mar 1856 Philadelphia Pennsglvania,
died: 10 Feb 1915 Santa Rosa, Sonoma
County Calhcomia) buried: Sebas’copol
Memorial Lawn, Sonoma Countg
Calhcornia, married: Catherine (slﬁe
was born: 1835 Ireland, died: 7 Jul 1874
(cluring childbirth) Sonoma Countg
California) children: william 1861, Mary
1862, James 1866, Arthur 1869, Robert
1877, Catherine 1874, George 1874

James Kee
in the 1870 United States Federal Census

Name: James Kee
Birth Year: abl 1835
Birthplace: Ireland
Home in 1870: Bodega, Sonoma , California

Occupation: Dairy Farmer

Personal Estate 2960
Value:

Real Estate Value: 8000

-
Spouse & Children

Catharine Kee
1835-1874

William J. Kee
1861-1901

Mary Francis Kee
1862-

James A. H. Kee
1866—

Samuel D. Kee
1867-1941

Arthur R. Kee
1869-1870

Robert Y. Kee
1873~

Catharine Kee
1874-1874

George Kee
18741874

owenod . Name Age
James Kee 35
Catherine Kee 34
muel
23 n:iigh ame i
Wm J Kee 9
Maria S Kee 7
James H Kee 5
Samuel D Kee 3
Arthur R Kee 11
Owen Carroll 25
M E Frisbie 28
Sarah E Frisbie 5
Mercie E Frisbie 2
\_ Mary E Curlis )




James Kee " Catherine Kee

California, Voter Registers 1870 United States Federal Census
Mame: James Kee
Mame: Catherine Kee

Agein 1870: 34

Birth Year: abt 1836

Age: 32
Birth Year: abt 1835

Birth Place: Ireland
Birthplace: Ireland
Residence Year: 1867 Home in 1870: Bodega, Sonoma, California

Residence Place: Sonoma , California Post Office: Bodega

\Naturalization Place: Philadelphia, PennsyIuania) _ Inferred Spouse: James Kee

James Kee

BIRTH AUG 1835 - Ireland
DEATH 10 FEB 1913 » Sonoma, California,

s N
James Kee was born in August 1835 in Ireland. He had six sons
and two daughters with Catharine Kee between 1861 and 1874.
He died on February 10, 1913, in Sonoma, California, having lived

a long life of 77 years, and was buried in Sebastopol, California.
\. J

Catharine Kee

BIRTH 1835

DEATH 7 JUL 1874 « Sebastopol, Sonoma County, California,

s A
Catharine Kee was born in 1835. She had six sons and two
daughters with James Kee between 1861 and 1874. She died on
July 7, 1874, in Sebastopol, California, at the age of 39.

\ J
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f James Kee )

in the 1880 United States Federal Census

James Kee

Abt 1837

Ireland

Bodega, Sonoma, California,

Marital stalus: Widowcr
Father's Birthplace:

Mame:
Birth Date:
Birthplace:

Home in 1880:

Ireland
Ireland

Dairyman

Mother's Birthplace:
Qccupation:

Household
Members:

Name Age

James Kee 43
William J. Kee 19
Mary S. Kee 17
James A. H. Kee 14
Samuel D. Kee 12

Robert Y. Kee 7
. J

/
James Kee
in the 1900 United States Federal Census

MName: James Kee

Aug 1835
Ireland

Birth Dale:

Birthplace:

Santa Rosa, Sonoma, California

613 Benton 7 Oct 1850
1850 | Philadelphia PA

Widowed
Ireland

Home in 1200:

House Number:

Immigration Year:

Marital status:

Father's Birthplace:

Mother's Birthplace:  Ireland
Years in US: 50
Maturalization: Ma

House Owned or 0
Rented:

Home Free or F
Morlgaged:
Farm or House: H

MNeighbors:  View others on page

Household

Name Age
Members:

James Kee 64

§ James Kee )
1910 United States Federal Census
Name: James Kee
Birth Year: abt 1838
Birthplace: Ireland
Home in 1910: Santa Rosa Sonoma, California
House Mumber: 613 Benton St
Immigration Year: 1850
Marital status:  Widowed
Father's Birthplace: Ireland
Mother's Birthplace: Ireland
Occupation:  Own Income
Home Owedr Oun
" ogaged: 1
Farm or House: House
Nalurallzaljol'f Naturalized
Status:
Household  Name Age
Members:
James Kee 72
Mary Francis Kee 48
- J
4 )

James Kee

California, Voter Registrations

Name: James Kee
Age: 66
Birth Date: abt 1834
Residence Date: 1900-1912

Residence Place: Sonoma, California

INDEX TO RESLSTRATIONS, SANTA ROSA PREDINCT MO. 10

\_ Mary F Kee 38 )

HAME &l Poatormoe Anpasss |
Jordan, Leslie Augustine ............ Idﬁ| Santa Rosa
EKaunffman, Charles F. ....:......... 'i-ﬁﬂ, i
Eee, James . ....coveceivnnansanans 66| “
" J
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James Kee

Find A Grave Index

MName:

Birth Date:
Death Date:

Cemelery:

Burial or Cremation
Place:

\_ Spouse:;

James Kee
1835
10 Feb 1913

Sebastopol Memorial Lawn
Cemetery

Sebastopol, Sonoma County,
California

Catharine Kee

. a".’hi’-fiﬁitﬁ.lt’ii;ﬁ._ﬂ "

James Kee James Kee
California, Death Index bl 1595
DEATH 10 Feb 1913 {aged 77-78)
BURIAL Sebastopol Memorial Lawn Cemetery
Mame: James Kee Sebastopol, Sonoma County, California, USA
Birth Year: abt 1836
Death Date: 10 Feb 1913
Age at Death: 77

S Death Place: Sonoma, California, USA y

Catharine Kee

BIRTH

1835
7 Jul 1874 (aged 38-39)

Sebastopol Memorial Lawn Cemetery
Sebastopol, Sonoma County, California,

DEATH
BURIAL

Catharine Kee
Find A Grave Index

Mame: Catharine Kee
Birth Date: 1835
Death Date: 7 Jul 1874
Cemetery: Sebastopol Memorial Lawn
Cemetery
Burial or Cremation Sebastopol, Sonoma County,
Place:  California
\_ Spouse: James Kee )




Ranches of boclcga Bay
william Kee, father of James Kee

Mame:
Birth Year:
Birth Place:

Home in 1860:

Wm Kee

in the 1860 United States Federal Census

Wm Kee
abt 1820
Ireland

Upper Darby, Delaware,
Pennsylvania

Post Office:  Kellyville
Occupation: Farmer
Fersonal E::::: 1340
Household Name Aga
Members:
Wm Kee 40
Jane Kee 39
William H Kee
Samuel J Kee
James Kee 25
Catharine Kee 24
Edward Clark 40
Rebecca 15
\_ Humphreys

-

-

William Kee
in the 1870 United States Federal Census

MName:

Birth Year:
Birthplace:
Home in 1870:
Fost Office:
Occupation:

Personal Estale
Value:
Real Eslate Value:

Househaold
Members:

~

William Kee

abt 1820

Ireland

Bodega, Sonoma, California

Bodega

Farmer

1800

3000

Name Age
William Kee 50
Jane Kee 49
Wm H Kee 17
Samuel J Kee 15
Alx Montgomery 51
James H Curtis 21

-
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William H. Kee

1880 United States Federal Census

MName:
Birth Date:
Birthplace:

Home in 1880:
Marital status:

Father's Birthplace: Ireland
Mother's Birthplace: Ireland
Occupation: Farmer
Members: 9

William H. Kee 60

William H. Kee 27

Samuel J. Kee 25

J

William H. Kee
Abt 1820
Ireland

Bodega, Sonoma, California,
Widower




Name:

Age:

Birth Year:

Birth Place:
Residence Year:
Residence Address:
Residence Place:
Naturalization Date:

Maturalization Place:

.

William Kee

California, Voter Registers

William Kee
77

abt 1821
Ireland

1898

Smith's Ranch

Sonoma, California

9 Oct 1865

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

J

-

William Kee

in the 1900 United States Federal Census

Name: William Kee
Birth Date: May 1819
Birthplace: Ireland
Home in 1900: Bodega, Sonoma , California
Immigration Year: 1847
Relation 10 Head of Boarder
House:
Marital status:  Widowed
Marriage Year: 1855
Father's Birthplace: |reland
Mother's Birthplace:  Ireland
Years in US: 53
Maturalization: Ma
Household  Name Age
Members:
Sarah Cheney 66
Edmund H Cheney 38
William Kee 81
Ethel Craig 14
Charles Nelson 14
Raymond | Lang 6
Robert W Lang 4

~

4 )

William Key

1910 United States Federal Census

Name: William Key
Birth Year: abt 1820
Birthplace: Ireland
Home in 1910: Santa Rosa California
Street: Second Street
Immigration Year: 1846
Relation to Head of poomer
House:
Marital status: Widowed
Father's Birthplace: Ireland
Mother's Birthplace: Ireland
Occupation: Own Income
MNaturalization Naturalized
Status:
preeiliL hge
Matilda J Davis 73
Alice L Perry 47
William Key 90
William Barling 39

-
-

~
J

William Kee

California, Death Index

Name: William Kee
Birth Year: abt 1820
Death Date: 23 Apr 1912
Age at Death: 92

Death Place:

- J

Sonoma, California




The Kee Mound on James Kee’s Properl:y on Boclcga Head

Indian Burial Ground

- _.?L FERE 5
= - . s . PR

The destruction of the Kee Mouncl, ca. 1951. After years,0 controversg with archacologists,
co”ectors, bureaucrats, and Native Americans, Robert Kee accePtccl an offer from a nursery in
Santa Rosa for the mound to be used for compos‘c and mulch. Sac”g, this most important site
was completclg c]estrogccl. Sifted Piles left from Pits c]ugthe Previous year can be seen, showing
how little was actua“g clug during the latest excavation Perioc]. Porter and Watson were the first
\to excavate the Kee Mound in 1952, then Chcnoweth, and Iastlg uc bcrkcleg in 1949 and 1950.

INTRODUCTION The story of the Kee Mound had aninauspicious beginningancl sad
encling. Since the mound's demise in 1951, no formal report has ever been Published,
nor have Photos of the artifacts been made Public. It should not be underestimated
how important this site was, and though not as well known as the great mounds of the

Midwest, the Kee Mound has its Place in California his’corg. A unic]ue culture once
thrived at this site.

THE KBY MOUND The West Coast of North America exhibits an extraordinar range
of archaeological treasures. The focus of this commentary is a stretch of California
coastline in Sonoma Countg, 50 miles north of San Francisco on beautiful E)oclega
Bay. This location is less than a mile north of the site of the cottage featured in Alfred
Hitchcock's movie thriller The Birds.

Here rose a Agreat shell mound running 520 feet north and south and 140 feet wide,
well-situated on the sheltered west side of the bag. The area erjo s mild, but wet
winters, and Pleasant summer dags begin with morning Fog. Nearby Free~ﬂowing
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sprin S Provided amPIe water and the bag and coast an endless food supplg. Truly a
well-chosen home for a culture long since disappeared excePt for the secrets that?ag
up to 15 feet deeP within the moung.

But this stor begins when a young Hardin (Hardy) Talman Chenoweth began to
cjevelop his liglonginterest in Native American artifacts. Hardg was bornin Occéental,
California, May 9,1885 and lived his entire life in Sonoma County. He was first emploged
bﬂ the county as a roads foreman and fire warden. He then became a lumberman
and rancher,%na“g owning his own lumber mill and substantial forestland. He died
October 11, 1957. Hardg hag a massive collection. He was one of the first to c]ig at the
Glen Cove mound (CA-SOL-2%6) near Benicia in Solano County and dug at several
sites in Sonoma Countg. Part of his collection was exhibited at the 1915 San Francisco
Exhibition. Hardg was often interviewed 139 the local media as an exPert in local Native
American cultures and featured in a Santa Rosa Press Democrat 5uncla9 rotogravure
section January 27,1952.

l:or’cunatelg, Hardg cleveloped the discipline of cataloging his collection and he did
a short biographg of his exPerience at the Kee Mound, an experience that lasted 50
3earsl

In his own words, here is an insight on this lhcelong collector written circa 195%: The first
time that | ever saw the Kee Mound was in the year 1895. Mg father and 1 drove from
Occidental with a cart and horse to get abalone. In clriving around an embankment |
noticed a Pro'ectile Point of obsidian where the tide had washed it out of the bank of
a shell mound. we s’coPPeA and Pickecl up eight net sinkers and some more Pieces of
obsidian but it did not occur to me at that time it was a burial mound.

Later | told a man named ke Button what I had found and he went down and found a
mortar in Pemced: condition. From then on from year to year when we went down for
ﬁsh or abalone J wouH ﬁnd a few arti{:acts.

By this time the owners had planted the mound to carrots and 1 found a lot of artifacts
where thzg Plowed the toP soil. Let me state here that | had a small collection so this
interested me very much. One time when | was Passin the mound I saw a human skull
in the bank. I started digging and uncovered the aénce of the skeleton but found
nothingwith it. I could not dig?ar because therewas a Picket fence between the Plowed
grounfand the Bag.

In the ear|9 1920s some People came from Los Angeles and Paid Robert Kee $20.00
to cﬂig. Theg found some very valuable material but theg would not let anyone see
what theg had excePt a curveg obsidian knive [sic] about twelve inches longwhich are
[sic] very rare. (1) At this time | would like to say that | will have a lot of information in
regard to the curved blades later.

Kee -8



Now | got interested and obtained the rights to excavate the mound and immedia’ce|9
ran into trouble for the Indians of Bo&gega Bay maintained that their PeoPIe were
buried there. | had no defense for they had the SUPervisors of Sonoma pass a law
Forbid&ing anyone to molest the mounc?.

In1947 Iwent to Robert Kee and obtained Permission to remove the mound for 1 found
out that if the owner desired to use a mound to fill joining land he had the riglﬁt to
do so. S’ci”, it wasn't clear sailing, for the Indians mad)e ’croﬁ)le in every way Possible.
They were misinformed because in all of my di ing| found no trader beads and trader
beaﬂs 2@ back 200 years with burials an ma%ﬁ)e more. Also) I did not find any arrow
Points, which in my Eook put this mound a minimum of 800 years old that is on the
surface. Angthizg that I could have said or done would not have accomplished what

the University of California (clicl) toward making the excavating Possible.

59 some means Dr (Robert) Heizer of Archaeology at UC Berkeleg found out about
this mound and sent a man bg the name of Fran Fenenga to see me and |1 gave him
the right in writing to work the mound. Mr. Fenenga started in 1949. He had about
ten students on an average working for about three months but he ran into the same
trouble that 1 had had witéthe Indians al’clﬁoug]ﬁ with his backeround and knowledge of
Indian culture he convinced them that the mound was too oé to have any connection
with late burials. | am convinced that | could never have accomplis]ﬂecl what Frank did
and | could not have gone ahead with the work regarc”ess of the agreement that |
had with Kee. From here we will call the mound SON-299. SON represents Sonoma
Coun’cg and 299 1s the number cataloged bg ucC Berkeleg The excavatin bg Fenenga
was on the southern halFJ about 30 teet wide and 90 feet long east an% west. Theg
collected about 4,000 artifacts.

In my excavating found most all burials on the eastern slo e, In fact onlg five on the
western slope. There are a goocl many west of the datum line but that was when the
mound was small and as it grew the mound natura”y built east and in so doing the
amount of graves was more and more to the east. From what | found out it looks as all
burials were in the morning and | Picture the People dressed for the burial facing the
rising sun which gives one the thought that these People worshippecl the sun three
thousand years ago.

T]’:erewere’cwosetsoﬁzourmatchingblades
excavated bg Chenoweth. Porter and

-
Watson (19%%) rePortecl in their excavation

of the Kee Mound, "In one grave, Probablg

that of a medicine man since the bones

and head were cleFormecl, we found 24

beautiful spear heads avera ing a lengt]ﬂ

of 5" two 4//2" spears with the very ends %
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sharplg turned at right angles to the boclg of the spear” ) The closest tgpe of blade
one might compare to these is known as the "Stockton Curve" found in San Joaquin
County of Cali{:omia) some 120 miles distant. Stockton Curves "exhibit an exper’c level
of knapping skill (Justice 2002:359) and are extremelg rare themselves and Probably
less than 200 have been Found, but theg are less than 2'/2" in length. Noel Justice
indicates a Late Period association of "A.D. 700-1,100 to 1,500 and later". The earlier
of these dates seems to fall into the tail end of the McClure Complex. The Stockton
Curves are almost exclusivelﬂ fromthe NaPa obsidian source. Most of the lithics found
at the Kee Mound and one set of the long blades are of Napa obsidian.

For many California Indians, obsidian and obsidian blades were critical elements of
shamanic rituals. The northern California Yuki had several kinds of shamans who all
dreamed of supreme sPiri’cs, on whom their power depcn&ed. (Rust, 1905).

The obsidian (Yuki) shamans also treated diseases. Sometimes theg built a kind of
funnel of earth, erhaps two feet long. The Pa‘cient reclined at one end and at the
o‘clﬁer, obsidian blades were set up. The doctor then blew tobacco smoke through the
hole on the sick person. .

“I:unerarg contexts have tgpica” Proclucecl Stockton Curves in grou?S rather than
singlg," suppor’cin the theorg t CE were not used as a singular imp ement. These
accounts and others recognize the imPortance of obsidian in California Native
American culture. But the McClure Complcx, of which we know onlg of their material
remains, must have had its own obsidian obsession. The onlg similarities Proviclecl
by Native American informants about "curved obsidian blades” seems to be as listed
agove, but no real comParison can be made. It is curious that both caches of these
curved blades found bg Chenoweth in the Kee Mound were roups of four matchin
blades. Trade with distant tribes usin NaPa obsidian may %ave had cross~cu|tur§
imquence, but the McClure Complex culture remains unique in all of California.

A most interesting olp;ec‘c found within the mound was a 27" whale rib bone spatulae
(see page 1%). The sheer quantit and qualitg of objects found in association with
the long blades along with this o%ect compares with a burial of a §O~gear—old man
in distant Livermore Valleu. Along with a similar but shorter bead appliquéd spatulae
were quartz crﬂstals, ang aPProximatclg 50,000 Olivella saucer beads, the larges’c
documented California bead lot. (Wiberg, 1988). Comparisons of other imPortan’c
California mortuarg Pattems can be made with those owfﬁche McClure Complex.

Dr.Robert Heizer, considered the father of California archaeologg, made an infamous
appearance at the mound in 1949. Thereis ample documentation of Heizer's visit both
in oral tradition with the Chenoweth family and in written communications between
Fenenga and his associates. It seems Harcfj , working in one of his carfncuug laid-out
gricls) was cligging cleep in the mound and Heizer Proceeded to drive a shovel ‘c]ﬁrough
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a Pac‘«:’c of bird bone whistles. Heizer respondecl "T]ﬁeg could be repairecl back in the
(ac Berkeleg) labi"(2) Hardy) right{:uug enrageclj threw Heizer off the mound.

It was Frank Fenenga who ﬁnallg convinced Hardy to let UC Berkeleg back on the
mound. Harclg gave them a choice area in whicg to Clig, some 2,700 square feet
comprisin Part of the southern Por’cion of mound. The agreement Harclg had with
UC Berkeley was that Hardy would retain all of the artifacts after theg were catalogecl
and stucliecﬁ uc Berkeleg ﬁas in fact several thousand artifacts from SON-299.

Frank Fenen a, (1917-1994) known Fonc”g as "FMinnegan’ by his friends, was a noted
California arilaeolo ist with an illustrious career. He es‘caglishecl a recorcling system
for all state archaeo ogical sites which was adopted bg the Smithsonian Institution
andis inuse todag. The Kee Mound) named after the lanclowner) Robert Kee, became
CA-SON-299in Fenenga's system, remcerringto first state, then county, thensite. Frank
was the first to suggest that the bow and arrow were recent developments to the New
World, a view now acceptecl bg all scholars. Fenenga and a list of his associates reads

like a who's who in archaeologg.

Among those exploring the mound in the summer of 1949 were Clem Mei han, Arnold
Pi”ing, Robert Greengo, and Francis (Fritz) Riddell. This author is privil%gecl to have
received a copy of Frank Fenenga's unpublished site report for SON-299 from his
son, Gerrt L. Fenenga, Ph.D‘, Associate California State Arclﬁaeologist. ®) Ktis
unfortunate that the report of several hundred pages, sO near to final editing, was not
completed. Very comprehensive) it has far more inéormation and detail for this effort.

CHRONOLOGY The McClure Complex of the Tomales Bay Pattern s anned the time
Pcriod between 1,000 and 2,500 years before Present (YBP). (Mi”iken et al. 2007).
This cia’cing is based on shell bead tgpes) which are almost as useful to California
archaeologg as are Potshercls in other Parts of North America for analgzing culture
processes. (6) SON-299 was a Middle Period Olivella bead Production center and the
abundance of saddle beads corroborate the "C dates. (7)

Radiocarbon Dating "Q) The earliest Carbon 14 date Publishecl for a McClure
facies site, CA-MRN-115, (Meighan) 195%) “. . . indicates the McClure Complex to be
something on the order of 800 to 1,000 years old". However, Meighan acknowledged
some Issues re arc]ing the sample used in dating the site. A 14C date of 2,700 YBP
was obtained éom MRN-138 on the bag side of Marin, also considered to be in the
McClure facies. (6)

Michael Kennedy (2004) utilized 17 shells excavated b Fenenga in 1949 from CA-
SON-299. The s?‘ne”s were obtained from the UC Berkcﬁeg Phoebe Hearst Museum
collection anclcﬁroduced a weighted mean "C calibrated age of 2,017 +/-126 YBF, well

within the Middle Period established for the McClure Complex.
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This author submitted a sample of an elk antler wedge to the Universitg of Arizona
Phgsics Department AMS Lab for Carbon 14 &ating. A corrected date was obtained
of 1,8%4 +/- 6 YBP. Several antler wedges are in Harclg's collection and his notes
indicate this one was recovered from the six foot level. Woodworking was one of the
attributes of the McClure Complex, and weclges were useful tools. Their Primar9
uses were Probablg for pr ing bark from redwood trees for roofing material for semi-
subterranean shelters and's %itting the soft inner wood into usetu%shapes.

Obsidian Hydration Datingis a sophisticatecl method of measuring in microns the rind
or surface Eand created on treshlg exPosed surfaces of obsidian when exPosecl to
air such as when broken off or after a ﬂaking process. Rind growth s susceptible to
many variables and rec]uires cross~reterencing various tables to arrive at an accurate
conclusion. OHD is useful in determining relative ages and can be converted into an
absolute age.

Several Kee Mound blades were submitted
for clating by the author to Origer's
Obsidian La oratory 8) for hydration
rim measurement. The results for the four
large blacﬂes, sPeCimens 299~ #12A through
#12D measured 2.3 microns, ancl, when
acﬂjusting for the cool temperature of the
site location, 3ield adate oEaPProximatelg
LI51YBP. OHD tests of two other ]Dlacles,
sPecimeHS; 299~ #12E & #1A, also from
NaPa and, accorcling to Hardg's notes,
excavated from the same it measured
2.7 microns to 3i€ld 1,580 YDBF. All of these This 6" horseneck clam (Tresus nuttal) shell
blacles were {:rom the Napa Countg source has been utilized as a storage container for
and verified ]Dkl X-rag dzorescence tests asihaltum. A similar shell containing red

at Geochemica Research Laboratorg.@) ochre was tound n the UC excavations. It
was not untll a Iater Perlod that these she”s

were USCC] ‘FOI’ clam—she” CliSC beac{s. ThC

Har&g FOUHCI Four bCaUtVFUl CurVCCl charmstones, knobbed~stem tHPCa have
matc ing blades aVCragin nearlg sceven asphaltum remains Preserved as found.
inches in len l‘l) some 45 reet away from Asphaltum was a universal adhesive torg‘uing
the long blaits‘ Excavated "ten to twelve | and bonclin%‘ Found in natura”% occurring
1Ceet CICCP", he goes on to say, 'ground seePsalongt ePaciﬁcCoast, asp altum hel

) ) beads to ornaments, reinforced Projectile
worked over too much to gve a de th. . 1
P Pomt bmdm%s, and anchored cordage to

Obviouslg Har&g had some ditﬁcultg charmstones like those shown.
with his technic]ues. These blades, 299~ \_ J
#47A-#47D, are verified as Annadel obsidian and measured 1.6 microns converted
to 960 YBP when adjusted for temperature. This author is not aware of any other
obsidian hgdration cgating being Pertormecl on artifacts from SON-299.
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The three clating methods—shell bead tgpologg, racliocarbon) and obsidian
hgdration measurements—all 9ielded dates in the 900 to 2,500 YBP range, within
the ranges Posited bg Meiglﬁan (1953), and Milliken et al. (10)

MATERIALS AND SOURCES Asphaltum is an excellent adhesive and mastic. UC
Berkeleg scientists have suggestecfasphaltum existed at one time at a seep in nearbg
Tomales Bay, iust a few miles to the south. Also likel , globs of the s’cickg substance
may have ﬂoaged grea’c distances to be found alongt e coast. This happcned before
modern oil field pum ing relieved natural stresses in the earth that once forced
asplﬁaltum to the surface.

Obsidian has two Principal local sources. One is near Present clag Santa Rosa in
Annadel Park—the stoneis recognizecl bg having?aint butdistinctstriations. However,

most of the blades found in SON-299 were made of a deep black obsidian) free of
inclusions and discolorations, which was quarriecl in neighboring Napa County.

Red ochre or hematite (Ferric oxide) and cinnabar are Principal traits of the McClure
Pattern. It was used ceremonia”g as face and boclg Paints and often lined burials
and coated artifacts. One source was the New Almaden mine near San Jose. In 1845,
when a shaft was sunk, there was discovered an ancient tunnel some 50 or 60 feetin
length at whose 1Cace) covered with caved roof material) were several Native American
skjetons and rude stone mi“ing tools. )

Steatite, or soapstone, Primaril used for Pipes cluring this Period, was not found
loca“g and was Probablg traclecl%rom distant sources in the Sierra Nevada and Coast
Range mountains. Mica, actua”g muscovite, has a source to the south in neighboring
Marin County on the Tiburon Peninsula.

California Prehistoric culture material is not as sculptural as the artifacts found in
the Midwest. California Native Americans had minimafatLatl weights, hcang atall, and
lacked the bannerstones) birdstones) spuds, and celts found in ﬁwe East. Pot’cerg was
mostlg restricted to the southern Part of the state and watertight baskets served
as the Primarg cooking u’censil, water being heated with hot rocks. Historica”g,
local Native Americans made world class baiets which are highlg sought after bg
collectors.

Lithics, Iﬁowever) may have less variet9 in materialJ but outstancling examples of
workmanship can be found throughout the state. In much of northern Calhcornia,
where obsidfl?an was reaclilg availab]ge, artifacts of remarkable c]uali’c were Proclucecl.
Other materials used included cr Ptocrgsta”ine quartz, such as c%xerts ancljasper)
and basalt, schist) and metamorplglc stones.

CONCLUSION In in’croducing California material culture to an unfamiliar audience,
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the reader should bear in mind that the State covers a large area and encompasses
many cultures. This is best summarized in California Prcl‘aistorg, edited l)g Jones and

Klar, 2007. Moratto and Chartkoff's contribution to this epic effort best condenses
this realitg:

As we are now aware, there is no singlc cultural sequence (l.e., clwronologg) for any
regjon of California, and most regjons encompass many localities and sequences.
Moreover, each regjon has its own Peculiar l‘listorg and traditions of arcl‘nacological
work so that theoretical orientations, research foci, methods, and taxonomic schemes
vary cnormouslg.

SON-299 is no cxception to this statement. However, it may rePresent one of the
most complcx cultures in California Prelﬂstorg as demonstrated lag the wide Varictg
of excavated material and cliagnostic features.

The destruction of the Kee Mound, ca. 1951. After 9ears,o1c controversy with
arcl‘xacologists, collcctors, lourcaucrats, and Native Americans, Robert Kee acccptecl
an offer from a nursery in Santa Rosa for the mound to be used for compos’c and
mulch. Sadlg, this most imPortan’c site was comPlctclg dcstrogccl. Sifted Pilcs left
from Pits dug the Previous year can be seen, showing how little was actuallg dug
durin Je4 the latest excavation Pcriocl. Porter and Watson were the first to excavate the

Kee Mound in 1952, then Chcnowetl'x, and lastl9 uc Berl«:lcg in 1949 and 1950.

The author understands the imPortance of this collection from one of the most
signhqcant archaeological sites on the West Coast of the United States, and
this collection will alwags be available for stuclg. It is sad that, due to Politics and
ignorance, museums, academia, and Native Americans will not reciprocate in sl‘naring
their knowlc&gc. Artifacts from CA-SON-299 in the collection of tlje Phoebe Hearst
Museum at UC Berkele —riglfc{ullg belonging to the Chcnoweth&—mag be eligil;le
for rcpatriation under tﬁc Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act,
(NAGPRA). The clag may come when Private collections shall be tEc kecpcrs of

America's l'ncritagc.

Shown in the backgrouncl of these pages, Hardg Chenoweth's site map of the Kee
Mound is exemPlarg of the efforts he made to document his collection. A self=
tauglﬁt amateur with no academic training, Harcly acccPtccl remarkable rcsponsil)ilitﬁ
excavating one of the maé'or archaeolo%ical sites in Calfornia. Hifﬁrid lagout, thou%
unique, was effective an Placcmcnt of each artifact to its mound location was easi y
discerned l)g marl<ing his artifacts with the gricl number. Rcalizing its imPortancc,
Harclg shared a Portion of the mound for excavation with the Univcrsitg of California
Arclﬁaeological Surveg conducted l)g Frank Fenenga. The aPProximatclg 2,700
square foot areais clearlg outlined.
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