
Ranches of Bodega Bay
John Finley - Bodega Township

John Finley, born: 5 June 1823 Orange 
County Illinois, died: 29 Nov 1910 Graton, 
Sonoma County California, married: 
Keziah Head 5 Sep 1844 Lawrence 
Arkansas (she was born: 14 Jan 1828 
Tennessee, died: 8 Nov 1903 Graton, 
Sonoma County California) children: 
Samuel Emanuel 1846, James William 
1848, John Jay 1850, Henry Head 1852, 
Nancy Caroline 1854, Finetta 1858, 
Elizabeth Finetta 1858, James Preston 
1860, Marenda 1860, Jefferson Davis 
1862, Andrew Jackson 1863, William David 
1866, Martha 1868, Alice Wesley 1870
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John Finley of Indiana wed Keziah 
Head of Tennessee on 5 Sep 1844, 
in Pine Ridge, Montgomery County, 
Arkansas. A story in the family by 
Samuel Emanuel Finley's daughter 
Grace says he was 6 years old when 
he crossed the plains with his parents. 
They were once surrounded by the 
Indians and kept prisoners two days 
and nights. Finally one man escaped, 
stole a horse from the Indians and 
went to a fort and brought the 
Cavalry to their rescue. Daughter 
Nancy is the first California born 
child in May 1854. John was 88 years 
of age and his death was 29 Nov 1910.

Finley - 3



Finley - 4

John Finley & Family
Fruit Orchard, Graton California



John Finley
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Keziah Head Finley
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Nancy Finley Keithly
1854-1953

Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery

Nancy Finley
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